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Mark Your Calendar!

DHS Museum Mission Statement
To provide the story of Dublin, and the surrounding area, through the sharing of our historical collections. Our purpose is to inspire 
and connect individuals to Dublin, while providing educational support and resources for research. |  DublinOhioHistory.org

To learn about 
membership in the 
Society visit 
DublinOhioHistory.org

HISTORIC DUBLIN WALKING TOURS 	
(see our website for details)

COFFMAN HOMESTEAD
(see our website for more details)

DHS SECOND SUNDAY SPEAKER SERIES
Location:  Dublin Branch – Columbus 		
Metropolitan Library 
See the article in this newsletter for program 
dates and registration information.

BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, June 23, 2026, 4–6:00 p
Dublin History Museum, 
35. S. High Street

MUSEUM HOURS:  
Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 12:00–4:00 p 

Check our website DublinOhioHistory.org 
for special event hours

Coming in Our Next Issue

New Exhibit – 50th Anniversary Tribute
to the Muirfield Memorial Tournament

The Museum has teamed up with the Memorial Tournament presented by Workday and 
the Jack Nicklaus Museum to create a one-of-a-kind special exhibit honoring 50 years 

of the Tournament’s commitment to honor and showcase the world’s best golfers while 
benefitting our local community

BEST ATTRACTION

Enjoy a memorable photo recap of the 
exciting June/July events, including 
Circus Saturday, Independence Day 
Parade and events, DHS float, 250th 
Birthday celebration, and more. Enjoy 
the memories. The exhibit design team included Gayle Holton Design, Tom Holton, Mike Jewell, Gina Kantner, 

and Molly Courtright. 

• 	 Come learn about Jack Nicklaus’ inspiration and vision
• 	 See the transformation from farm and forest to fairways
• 	 Read about Barbara Nicklaus reach beyond the course
• 	 View artifacts from 50 years of the Tournament, both inside 

and outside the ropes
• 	 See a special exhibit highlighting the Muirfield vision of James 

Bassett, designer and landscape architect
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The Dublin Historical Society is proud to partner with 
Historic Dublin Business Association, and Visit Dublin 
Convention & Visitors Bureau to bring the history and 
legacy of the iconic Sells Brothers Circus Back to Life— 
right here in Dublin, Ohio, where it all began.

Historic Dublin will transform into a lively 
turn-of-the-century circus midway filled 
with street performers, music, circus themed 
decorations and family fun.   Dress in 
vintage circus costumes, ringmaster attire, 
clown fashions, or Wild West-inspired 
clothing and enjoy he afternoon in our 
restaurants, taverns and shops.
✩  A family-friendly “Circus Crawl” through 

Historic Dublin
✩  Popcorn, cotton candy, peanuts, and 

nostalgic treats

STEP RIGHT UP, DUBLIN!
THE SELLS BROTHERS CIRCUS

RETURNS TO HISTORIC DUBLIN
A PARTNERSHIP   ✩✩  A LEGACY  ✩✩  OUR COMMUNITY

  ✩✩  ✩✩

1:00 – 4:00 PM
HISTORIC DUBLIN BECOMES THE CIRCUS AGAIN

CIRCUS SATURDAY, JUNE 27

The Dublin Historical Society and the 
Historic District are active partners in bringing history to life. 

Come be part of the spectacle.

OUR PARTNERS
Dublin Historical Society

Historic Dublin Resident Assn.
Historic Dublin Business Assn.

Visit Dublin Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

Be part of our Sells Brothers Circus-themed parade 
on July 4. Walk or ride with the Dublin Historical 
Society and Historic District residents as circus 
performers in this year’s America 250 celebration.
All ages welcome! Portray ringmasters, acrobats, 
clowns, jugglers, animal handlers, Wild West 
performers, and more.

Sign up today on Sign-up Genius!
www.signupgenius.com/go/

10C0C4CABAE2EA7FAC16-64085079-sells#/

An authentic horse-drawn circus 
bandwagon will roll down Dublin’s 
streets — pulled by magnificent 
draft horses!  The wagon will carry 
portrayals of the four Sells brothers 
—who created one of America’s oldest 
and largest circuses.

JULY 4 PARADE CELEBRATION

✩✩        CEL EBR AT E OU R PA ST.   CR E AT E N E W M EMOR I ES.   ST EP U P DU BL IN!  ✩✩

For more information, to volunteer, or to sign up for the parade, visit our website dublinohiohistory.org or contact the Dublin Historical Society.



Mark Your Calendar! Visit Coffman Homestead
The newly restored/renovated vintage home is open each 3rd 
Sunday from 1 to 3:00 pm through October. At all open house 
dates, home tours, pioneer games, and free ice cream are available 
at no charge courtesy of Dublin Historical Society. Donations are 
appreciated on site. No registration needed in advance. See special 
attractions below.
June 22nd	 Make an 1803 flag and take home a U.S. yard flag
July 19th  	 Enjoy a concert by the Dublin Coronet Band
August 21st  	 Kids can enjoy farm chores and learn farming tasks
September 20th  	 Create something with clay and pony rides will 	
	 be available
October 18th  	 Play apple games and learn Johnny Appleseed lore

The new DHS-sponsored speaker series has become a big 
success, averaging over 80 persons per lecture. It is held 

the second Sunday of each month at the Dublin Branch of the 
Columbus Public Library at 3:00 PM and lasts about an hour. It is free 
to the public but a $5.00 per person donation is much appreciated 
with your free registration via our website at DublinOhioHistory.org. 
See the upcoming schedule below.

June 14 	 Kathleen Fulmer Waler, “Honoring our Patriot 
Ancestors: A brief history of the DAR and 
highlights of other local patriots”

July 12	 David Gerhardt, “The incredible story of Winifred 
Breegle: A naval cryptographer from 1944 until 
1949”

August 9 	 Heather Miller, “The legacy and learnings of 
Wyandot removal: An intertwined history of the 
Wyandot and Dublin, Ohio”

September 13 	 Kevin Wood, “Abraham Lincoln: A new birth of 
freedom”

October 11 	 Becky Schisler, “Stories from 15 years of Dublin 
Ghost Walks”

Reserve your seat at the Dublin Historical Society 
website, DublinOhioHistory.org. 
All ages are welcome.  Admission is free. A voluntary 
donation of $5.00 per person is appreciated. Check 	
the website for more information and specific topics.

Second Sunday Speaker Series

Interested in hearing more about the Sells Circus? Come hear circus 
expert Fred Pfening, Jr. give a free lecture, June 28th, 2:30-4:30 
pm at the Dublin Library. Fred  has published several articles 
on circus history, is a board member and President of the Circus 
World Museum in Baraboo, Wisconsin. He is also President of the 
Circus Historical Society and a Board 
member of the Ringling Museum in 
Sarasota, Florida. Whether you love 
local history, Americana, vintage 
entertainment, or simply want to 
discover the surprising story behind 
Dublin’s vintage circus legacy, this 
will be an unforgettable afternoon. 
Step right up!

Circus Lecture from an Expert: Fred Pfening, Jr.

Dublin’s history is rich with stories that rarely make it into 
textbooks or walking tours. Tucked behind familiar streets and 

beneath modern development are traces of industries, characters, 
and events that shaped the early village in surprising ways. Here are 
some of the most unusual—and least known—pieces of Dublin’s 
past, each tied to a specific place or moment in time.

The Tannery that Supplied Leather for Union Boots Location: 
East side of the early village, near the Scioto River Era: 
1850s–1860s
Few residents know that Dublin once operated a tannery whose 
leather was used for Union Army boots during the Civil War. When 
the tannery closed, local farmers salvaged its heavy beams and 
reused them in barns throughout Washington Township. Some of 
these beams—recognizable by their bark-on hewn edges—still 
survive in barns north of Rings Road.

A Lost Gristmill and Its Hidden Millstone Location: South of 
present-day Indian Run Falls Era: 1820s–1840s
Early settlers relied on a gristmill powered by a hand-cut mill race 
along Indian Run. Floods destroyed the mill several times, and it 
eventually vanished. In the 1930s, one of its millstones was unearthed 
and repurposed as a garden ornament at a home along Riverside 
Drive—a quiet reminder of Dublin’s earliest industry.

Dublin’s Short-Lived Iron Foundry Location: Near today’s South 
High Street, close to the river Era: 1850s
For a brief period, Dublin attempted to enter the manufacturing age 
with a small iron foundry. It produced plow parts and simple tools, 
but poor roads made shipping impossible. The building later became 
a wagon repair shop before disappearing entirely. Very few residents 
know Dublin ever had a foundry at all.

Three Blacksmith Shops on One Street Location: High Street 
between North Street and Bridge Street Era: 1870s–1910s
At one point, Dublin supported three blacksmith shops operating 
simultaneously: one specialized in wagon wheels, one in 
horseshoeing and one in tool repair
The last forge remained intact until the 1920s. Today, no visible trace 
remains, but their locations once formed the industrial heart of the 
village.

The “Lost Road” Beneath the Scioto River Location: Under the 
river near the old ford, east of Bridge Street Era: Early 1800s
Before the first bridge, settlers crossed the Scioto using a stone-lined 
ford. Portions of the original roadbed still lie beneath the water 
and occasionally become visible during extreme drought years—a 
submerged artifact of Dublin’s earliest transportation route.

The Dublin Meteor of 1914 Location: Near Brand Road Date: 
April 1914
Residents reported a “fireball” streaking across the sky followed by 
a sonic boom. A small metallic fragment was recovered and kept by 
a local family for decades. Its current whereabouts are unknown, 
adding a touch of mystery to this early 20th-century event.

Closing Note
Dublin’s history is full of unexpected corners—industries that 
vanished, buildings that left no trace, and stories that survive only in 
memory. By uncovering and sharing these lesser-known pieces of our 
past, we keep the village’s character alive for future generations.

Hidden Dublin: Unusual Stories 
and  Forgotten Corners of 		
Our Community



Visit our website DublinOhioHistory.org to learn about the many opportunities available.  

Be a Dublin Historical Society Volunteer or Donor! 

Volunteering at the Dublin Historical 
Society is a great way to learn more 

about history while helping to preserve 
the past for the enjoyment of future 
generations. Meeting new people, learning 
and sharing information and making a 
contribution to the Society are just a few of 
the benefits volunteers can receive for their 
time and efforts. 
Here are some ways to make a difference:
•	 Museum Staffing. Meet and greet 

visitors to the DHS museum. Assist guests 
with questions and assist with guest 
registration. Hours extremely flexible.

•	 Docents. The Historical Society needs 
docents to give tours of the Coffman 

Homestead and lead walking tours of the 
Dublin Historic District. Includes education 
and training. These are scheduled tours, 
so the dates and times are established in 
advance.

•	 Communications. If you have expertise in 
this area, we need people to write articles 
for our newsletter and to help maintain 
our website. An immediate need is for 
people experienced in marketing, social 
media and technology enhancements.

•	 Educational Programming. Volunteers 
are needed to develop programs and 
source speakers and help promote these 
events in the community at large.

•	 Special Events. We would appreciate help 

from anyone who enjoys planning special 
events.

•	 Fundraising and Corporate Sponsorship. 
We need assistance fundraising and 
finding corporate sponsors for the 
Historical Society. This will also include 
membership drives and special events to 
increase our current membership base. 

It’s easy to become a DHS volunteer. 
Just simply go to our website at: 
dublinohiohistory.org and click on the 

‘Volunteer’ link and you can 
quickly sign-up there. 
Please come and join us!

Need Space for an Event 
or Meeting this Summer 
or Fall?
Our rental space might be 
perfect for your needs.
Looking for a small venue in downtown 
Dublin for an upcoming meeting or 
gathering? The Dublin Historical Society 
has a lovely indoor/outdoor rental 
space perfect for showers, meetings, 
small gatherings. Kitchen included so 
catering or coffee service from nearby 
restaurants makes it easy! We can allow 
access to the museum for your gathering 
if it would be enhanced with a taste of 
Dublin’s rich history. 

The best part — your rental fee is a 
donation to the society. 

Email  Katie Cook for details: 		
katie.cook@dublinohiohistory.org

Meet Our Trustees
Sharon Adamek

Our newest Trustee 
is Sharon Adamek, a 
proud Dublin resident 
for 37 years. She 
and her husband, 
Bob, have a married 
daughter Kaylee 
and new household 

member, Chachi, a King Charles Cavalier 
puppy, who keeps them on their toes.

Sharon had a diverse and rewarding 
professional career before “retiring” recently. 
For 20 years she was a Surgical First Assistant 
at Grant Hospital with Ophthalmic Surgeons. 
She then transitioned to work for the City 
of Dublin, enjoying 21-years as a Recreation 
Specialist, working with youth camps and 
coordinating community classes.

More recently, she was the Event and Media 
coordinator for the Historic Dublin Business 
Association until another retirement in 
2024. Sharon and Bob have been involved 
with community efforts, including 8 years 
as a Committee Chair for the Irish Festival. 
She also chaired planning for myriad horse 
shows — fundraising for the Autumm Rose 
Equestrian Team, and for Stockhands Horses 
for Healing. She served as Secretary for the 
Dublin Women Philanthropic Club.  Sharon 
now has dived into a new  adventure as one 
of our Trustees as a social media marketing 
specialist. We are excited and blessed to have 
this dynamic person now working with us.

Thanks to Our 
Supporters!
A special thank you to all our donors 
and our grantors, the City of Dublin and 
the Dublin Community Foundation. 
Your support makes our facilities and 
programs possible.

Museum Attendance
As a popular Dublin destination, 
the Museum continues to see many 
visitors. In fact, we’ve seen 

guests from 32 countries 

and 45 states.

We’ve not yet had visitors from 
Hawaii, Alaska, Delaware, Louisiana, 
or Wyoming. If you have guests from 
these states, please encourage them 
to come see us. 

We’ve now had over 8100 visitors 
and may reach 10,000 by the end of 
the year!

Donations Always Needed! The Dublin Ohio Historical Society is a non-profit organization and funding of the museum, videos, 
city tours, special events, seminars are all funded by donations, corporate sponsors and grants. Donations of any amount are always 
welcome and are tax-deductible.  		    Thank you to Dublin Barber Shoppe for sponsoring this newsletter.


